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Purple Cert�f�cate Program Gender Equal�ty �n Educat�on Awards
SU Gender’s Purple Cert�f�cate Program, a�med at �ntroduc�ng gender-ma�nstream�ng �nto the
Turk�sh h�gh school system and curr�culum, organ�zed the Purple Cert�f�cate Program Gender
Equal�ty �n Educat�on Awards th�s year for the f�rst t�me.  The hybr�d ceremony event was held
at the Sabancı Center on November 11th and opened w�th the speeches by Sabancı Foundat�on
General Manager Nevgül B�lsel Safkan, Sabancı Un�vers�ty Rector Yusuf Lebleb�c�,  SU Gender
D�rector Hülya Adak and İpek Gürkaynak, an esteemed teacher �n whose name an award has
been g�ven th�s year. Purple Cert�f�cate Program was selected the cand�date from Turkey by the
UNESCO Nat�onal Comm�ttee for the UNESCO Par�s Pr�ze �n Women’s and G�rls’ Educat�on.
The Creat�ve Pedagogy Award was g�ven to Sel�n Seng�r from Kayser�, a school psycholog�st
and part�c�pant of Purple Cert�f�cate Program Teachers' School �n 2015. Büşra Bayram from
Isparta, a ph�losophy teacher who completed the Purple Summer School �n 2020, was awarded
the Gender Equal�ty Award. Zeynep Alay from Istanbul, a Turk�sh language teacher and
part�c�pant �n the Purple Cert�f�cate Program Teachers' School �n 2016 rece�ved the Egal�tar�an
Pract�ces Award.  In add�t�on, pr�mary school mathemat�cs teacher D�lan Özdem�r and teacher
cand�dates Fad�mana Küçük and İlke Öz�pek were deemed worthy of the Purple Seed Award.
The award ceremony was followed by a panel d�scuss�on on "Study�ng Gender at School"
together w�th our award-w�nn�ng teachers, and ended w�th a cockta�l. The full ceremony can be
watched on SU Gender’s YouTube account.

SU Gender Adv�sory Board �s Convened
Th�s year, the annual meet�ng of  SU Gender’s Adv�sory Board convened for the f�fth t�me. Dur�ng
the f�rst part of the meet�ng, the stud�es and programs carr�ed out by the center last year were
conveyed, followed by an overv�ew of  the project and research agenda for the next year. In the
second part, members of the Adv�sory Board both evaluated the past year and shared the�r
comments and suggest�ons for cooperat�on on the works to be carr�ed out next year.

How Do We Get Together for Gender Equal�ty �n Un�vers�t�es?
On November 5th, SU Gender brought together students from Deusto Un�vers�ty �n Spa�n, one of
SU Gender’s partners �n the GEARING-Roles project, and Sabancı Un�vers�ty Computer
Eng�neer�ng Department student and C�ns Club member Ege Atacan Doğan and Hacettepe
Un�vers�ty Amer�can Culture and L�terature Department student and QueerDeer representat�ve
Mel�s Yılmaz, �n a panel event where students d�scussed gender equal�ty stud�es at un�vers�t�es.
 Talk�ng about the d�ff�cult�es of do�ng such stud�es as students and the strateg�es they use to
overcome these d�ff�cult�es, the speakers were �nsp�red by each other's exper�ences.

Web�nar w�th Efsun Sertoğlu:

“Are These Issues Covered At School?”
On November 23rd we came together w�th sexual�ty tra�ner and counselor Efsun Sertoğlu w�th�n
the scope of Purple Cert�f�cate Program web�nars. In th�s sess�on, we talked w�th Sertoğlu
about adolescent sexual�ty and the k�nds of protect�ve and prevent�ve work teachers can carry out
regard�ng the d�fferent types of sexual v�olence that adolescents are exposed to.

What act�v�t�es d�d we attend?
Ayşe Gül Altınay made a presentat�on t�tled "Fem�n�st and LGBTIQ+ Movement �n Turkey
dur�ng the Pandem�c Per�od: In Search of Better Stor�es” at the conference t�tled “Gender,
Act�v�sm and Pol�t�cal Theory �n the Per�od of COVID-19”, organ�zed by Queen's Un�vers�ty
Belfast on 28-29 October 2021. The paper presented bu�lds on research be�ng carr�ed out
at SU Gender as part of the RESISTIRE project. 

 

W�th�n the scope of our ProGender+ program, we cont�nued our work w�th Doğadan
Company th�s month, respond�ng to the corporate needs of the pr�vate sector on gender
equal�ty, d�vers�ty and �nclus�on act�v�t�es. Our d�scuss�ons w�th the  Doğadan team th�s
month focused on “Be�ng LGBTI+ �n Work L�fe”.

Publ�cat�ons
SU Gender D�rector Hülya Adak’s art�cle “Gender+ Just�ce Am�d the Pandem�c: The Year of
B�ograph�cal Wr�t�ng �n Turkey” was publ�shed �n the Journal of B�ography.

What’s Next Month?

Ş�r�n Tekel� Research Award Conference 
The fourth Ş�r�n Tekel� Research Award Conference and Award Ceremony w�ll be held onl�ne
between 13.00-17.00 on Saturday, December 4th. The conference �s organ�zed every year �n
memory of Ş�r�n Tekel�, who d�d p�oneer�ng work �n the f�elds of democracy, academ�c freedom,
gender equal�ty and fem�n�sm �n Turkey. Dur�ng th�s year’s event, f�rst the award w�nners of 2020
w�ll present the�r research outputs, then the w�nners of th�s year w�ll be announced. Cl�ck to
access the program.

D�cle Koğacıoğlu Art�cle Award Conference
The D�cle Koğacıoğlu Art�cle Award Conference �s organ�zed annually w�th the support of Sabancı
Un�vers�ty Faculty of Arts and Soc�al Sc�ences �n memory of our colleague, fr�end, soc�olog�st
D�cle Koğacıoğlu, who passed away �n 2009. Th�s year the event w�ll be held onl�ne on Saturday,
December 25th. You can follow the conference t�me and reg�strat�on �nformat�on on the SU
Gender’s Facebook, Instagram and Tw�tter accounts �n the com�ng days. The event w�ll be held �n
Turk�sh. 

#Genderstruggles Webs�te �s Be�ng Launched
The �nternat�onal project #Genderstruggles br�ngs together a group of fem�n�sts, LGBTI+ act�v�sts
and act�v�sts/academ�cs from Turkey and Sweden together for a year to talk about the strateg�es
and good pract�ces developed aga�nst the ant�-gender movement on d�g�tal platforms. The
promot�onal webs�te of the project w�ll be launched on Fr�day, December 17th. The event w�ll be
held �n Engl�sh. You can reg�ster v�a th�s l�nk.
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